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Th e SMA Winter Luncheon has been set for  Tuesday, February 17th at the 
Portland Golf Club. Th e luncheon will begin at 11:30 am. An email “save the 
date” notice has already been sent to all members; invitations with menu choices 
and driving directions will follow soon. 

Th e luncheon speaker will be Gerry Frank, nonagenarian ambassador for all 
things Oregon. Th e title of his entertaining talk is “Gerry Frank’s Oregon: His 
Life, His Guide Books”. Copies of his book, Gerry Frank’s Oregon, second edition, 
will be for sale at the luncheon. Th e regular retail price of the book is $16.95 — 
the special luncheon price is just $12.00. Th ese books make great gift s, so be sure 
to plan ahead. If you are unable to att end the luncheon you can still order books. 
Look for the book order form with your luncheon invitation.

Gerry Frank is a fourth-generation native Oregonian with deep roots in the re-
tail, restaurant, political, civic and business activities of the state. He has made 
his home in Salem for many years and has visited nearly every community in the 
state. For decades, he has chronicled these travels in his Oregonian columns and 
has now assembled his keen observations into a second edition of his popular 
guidebook.
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Gerry Frank, speaker for SMA’s 
Winter Luncheon in February

Th e annual SMA Chocolate Sale will be held this year on Th ursday and Friday, 
February 12 and 13. As always, the chocolates off ered are very high quality and 
many are off ered in special holiday presentations. Most are from Northwest 
chocolatiers, including Lille Belle Farms of Central Point, Oregon. Jodi Karr will 
once again chair the chocolate sale and hopes to hear from many enthusiastic 
volunteers. Th e sale is an important fund-raising event for SMA – and a lot of 
fun for our members. Sales tables will be found in the lobby of the Mark Hatfi eld 
building, the hospital’s 9th fl oor (near the bridge), and the CHH atrium. Advance 
orders will be available to staff  at the Foundation offi  ces and at the OHSU 
administration offi  ces in downtown Portland. 

Be sure to stop by and stock up on these delicious chocolates. And remind 
spouses, family members and friends on campus to stop by and enjoy these treats.
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Send articles, photos or 
calendar events to: 

smaohsu@gmail.com

SMA newsletters are published quarterly 
and sent via email to our membership. 
More photos and other information is 
available on the website. Click “Members 
Only” tab, the password is “smamember”.

iInterest Group contacts can be found in your Member Directory. Contact them for details on the groups’ activities, meeting locations, etc.  

SMA INTEREST GROUPS and COMING EVENTS

2014-15 SMA Officers

President: Sarah McCarty
Vice President: Susan McAnulty

Treasurer: Pam Berg
Secretary: Ginny Brooks 

Past President: Anne Taylor Yoo

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

January February March

2 Movie Group

4 SMA Board Meeting, 12 pm

5 Bridge Group, 1 pm

10 AM Book Group, 10 am

11 Threads Group, 9:30 am

12 PM Book Group, 7 pm, The 
Goldfinch, D. Tartt

12 Chocolate Sale, OHSU

13 Chocolate Sale, OHSU

17 Winter Luncheon, 11:30 am

19 Bridge Group, 1 pm

2 Movie Group

4 SMA Board meeting, 12 pm

5 Bridge Group, 1 pm

10 AM Book Group, 10 am

11 Threads Group, 9:30 am

12 PM Book Group, 7 pm, One 
River, W. Davis

19 Bridge Group, 1 pm

23 B3 Packing, 9:30 am, CDRC

5 Movie Group

7 SMA Board meeting, 12 pm

8 Bridge Group, 1 pm

8 PM Book Group Annual Din-
ner, 7 pm

13 AM Book Group, 10 am, The 
Lowland by J. Lahiri

14 Threads Group, 9:30 am

15 Bridge Group, 1 pm

26 B3 Packing, 9:30 am, CDRC

Happy New Year to you all. As we begin 2015, one of the SMA board’s first tasks was reviewing a request for portable white boards to 
be placed in the new Collaborative Life Sciences Building on the South Waterfront. We are waiting for details and specifications, but 
have committed to spend up to $5000 on this gift. That still leaves a large sum in our treasury and we hope to find another large project 
that “speaks to us.”

Kay Dawson has agreed to chair a task force to develop ideas for how best to make use of the large bequest by Gwynn Dockery to our 
Blankets and Books for Babies program. The Task Force will begin work this month. If you have a suggestion to share, please contact 
Kay or any member of her task force. 

Be sure to mark your calendars now for two events in February. Our Valentine’s Chocolate Sale will be February 12 and 13 and our 
winter luncheon will be on Tuesday, February 17 at the Portland Golf Club. I look forward to seeing many of you soon. 
—Sara McCarty

TASK FORCE BEGINS WORK. A Task Force chaired by Kay Dawson will begin meeting this month. The goal of the group will 
be to generate ideas for the best and most effective use of the large bequest to the Blankets and Books for Babies program by the late 
Gwynn Dockery. Task Force members include Lynette Houghton, Jean Morton, Anne Yoo, Joan Foley and Carol Starr. If you have 
ideas for the group to consider you are encouraged to contact Kay or any of her Task Force members. 



SMA MEMBER PROFILES

In an effort to help our members get to know each other a little better, we are offering some short profiles of SMA members. 
Our thanks to Pam Anderson and Joan Kruse for conducting interviews, writing the profiles and supplying photos. 

www.sma-ohsu.org

Jane Baird
member since 1961

Jane Baird joined The Faculty Wives Club in 1961, introduced by her mother-in-law Mary Baird.  Following is a brief 
overview of Jane’s 54 years of membership and consequently a look at SMA history. 

In 1970 Jane began volunteering on the Club’s portable gift-cart offering snacks, magazines and a few gift items. It was a 
very cumbersome contrivance to push floor to floor through the University Hospital. Eventually the Club was given a desk 
in the 9th floor lobby with more room for gum and candy. Then the Pharmacology Dept. donated a locked glass cabinet 
that was used for flower arrangements and larger gift items. The late Carmella Riker was the driving force behind finally 
turning the makeshift cart into a permanent Gift Shop. The Faculty Wives Club later turned the shop over to Volunteer 
Services. 

While volunteering at the Gift Shop, Jane also served as Club Treasurer. Once a week she would report to the Volunteer 
Office and did all the Gift Shop accounting. In those days before computers the accounting was done by entering numbers 
in ledgers by hand. After turning in the ledgers, she took a walk up the hill to deposit the funds in the bank. 

One winter when the Gift Shop was still operated by the Faculty Wives Club they realized there was an overstock of 
merchandise. They found a room to set up a special sale, which was very successful. Jane believes this event led the group 
to start the annual Holiday Bazaar, which also became a huge success for the group. During the Bazaar, Jane enjoyed 
volunteering in food sales, selling soup and chili and homemade cookies and treats, all of which had been prepared by 
other members. She says she also did her share of shopping at the Bazaar from some of the numerous vendors - some may 
have said she did more than her share, but Jane says it was her duty! She remembers the Bazaar fondly as a well-loved event 
for volunteers and shoppers alike.

Currently, Jane is an active participant in the Morning Book Group, which has been reading since 1973 and maintains a 
complete List of Books they have read since that time. From lively exchanges in discussing the books, to taking an interest 
in everyone’s grandchildren and the achievements of their families, there is always the friendship of a sympathetic ear 
when life presents challenges. Jane points out that to be welcoming to all, the Morning Book Group rule has always been to 
come whether one has read the book or not. This past June the Book Group surprised Jane with a celebration for her 80th 
birthday. The picture accompanying this profile was taken on that day.

Jane is a lifelong Oregonian. She’s been associated with the School of Medicine since her husband Mike was a student. 
Mike Baird graduated in Medicine, Class of 1957. They have three children, a daughter and two sons, and now have three 
grandchildren. When her children were in school Jane devoted many volunteer hours to the PTA and helping in the 
classrooms in addition to her time with Faculty Wives, now SMA.

(more)
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She and Michael enjoy the cultural offerings in Portland and have been supporters of the Portland Opera, the Oregon 
Symphony and Piano International. Her gardening efforts are now limited but she still enjoys visiting local public gardens.

It is with great admiration to note that Jane’s generation has given countless volunteer hours to build and shape the SMA 
and our community. We build on what they started and hope we will have as many memories and accomplishments to 
share with others as they do now. Jane says she finds it a privilege to be part of the SMA. “I am not able to participate with 
the vigor of earlier times but I feel a strong interest in the group and the support it offers to the school and its students”. 
Thank you, Jane!

—Pam Anderson


