
 

 

 

 

 

 
Historical Information: 
 

   The Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden, while not as widely known as the Chinese Garden or 
Japanese Garden, is a great place to spend an afternoon. It is located near Reed College on SE 28th 
Ave & Woodstock Blvd. The garden is slightly larger than 9 acres and was acquired in 1923. The 

original owner of the property, William S. Ladd, 

who served two terms as the mayor of Portland 
in the 1800s, called it Crystal Springs Farm.  

 

   The development of a display and test garden 
was initiated in 1950 by the Portland Chapter of 
the American Rhododendron Society. Through 
the efforts of Portland Chapter members and 
other volunteers, and with the support of Park 
Superintendent C.P. Keyser, the garden 
flourished. The first rhododendron show was 
held in 1956, and the garden was officially 
named Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden in 
1964.  

 
    

The more than 2,500 rhododendrons, azaleas, and companion plants in the garden have all been 
donated by volunteers and interested individuals, or purchased with specially donated funds.  
Beginning in early spring and continuing into summer, they provide a magnificent display of color, 
giving visitors the opportunity to view 

many varieties rarely seen in the 
Pacific Northwest. During the fall, 
many companion trees add dramatic 
coloring. Spring-fed Crystal Springs 
Lake surrounds much of the garden, 
attracting many species of birds and 
waterfowl. The oldest rhododendron in 
the current garden was planted prior 
to 1917. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

April Showers Bring  

Linac 3  

to the May Flowers 

 



 
 
 
Amenities: 

 
   Includes disabled access restroom, fountain, paths – 
paved, paths – unpaved, public garden, tours – guided, 
visitor attraction, and wedding site.  

 

 
Review: 
 

   The Garden offers gentle winding paths easily accessible by most, a large assortment of flowers, 

architectural points of interest, and opportunities to learn as well as purchase to create your own 

oasis at home.   

Most paths are gravel with a mild grade. 

There are a few areas with stairs; often an 

alternate path can access the same part of 

the garden. Several families with strollers 

and toddlers were enjoying the gardens; the 

family friendly atmosphere extends to the 

canine children as well several on leashes 

were seen during our time at the garden. 

 

   We came across several groups of people 

enjoying picnics on the grass.  However, they 

didn’t share their goodies.  There was duck 

food that could be purchased but that was 

only for the birds… 

      

 The garden offers a great place to gather 

and spend a relaxing afternoon with friends 

and family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      What a Great Looking Group of Tourists! 

 



   The garden boasts many serene views, hidden spots with park benches, and even a bit of 

history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   In addition to the Rhododendrons and other flowers, often there is the possibility of spotting a variety of 

fauna. We spotted these guys on our adventure. 

 

 

 

 

Contest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

  The Garden also offers the ability to enter into competition for 

both the avid gardener and weekend gardener alike. Under the 

greenhouse, clippings have can be entered into competition and 

visitors can vote on their favorites.  Along with the ribbon and 

glory of recognition included prizes from local artists.  Great 

looking stuff! 

 

  

   On the upper level at the Garden entrance there is the opportunity to learn more about the 

Rhododendrons and other various plants offered for purchase. Often master Gardeners are 

available for consultation on the weekends.  They are happy to provide tips; Bob has a new recipe 

to prevent mites.  
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   If you’re lucky, you may even be able to take advantage of plant specials, such as the Rhoddy 

Rolette. Carts and wheelbarrows are available for those making large purchases. 

 

Additional Garden Information 

Garden Hours:  

   April 1-September 30: 6:00am-10:00pm  

   October 1-March 31: 6:00am-6:00pm 

Entrance Fees:  

   Admission is free to all from the day after Labor Day through the month of February. A $4 

admission fee is charged between 10:00am-6:00pm, Thursday through Monday, March through 

Labor Day. Admission is free for children under 12 and Friends of Crystal Springs Rhododendron 

Garden. On the weekends, some areas may have limited accessibility due to special events. Feel 

free to call ahead. 

Location: 

   The garden is located on SE 28 Avenue, one block 

north of Woodstock, between Eastmoreland Golf 

Course and Reed College. Or take TriMet bus #19 

Woodstock. This bus takes alternating routes as it 

goes through Eastmoreland; ask the driver for the 

stop nearest the garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   Friends of Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden & Volunteers: 
The Friends, an auxiliary of the Portland Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society, is 
dedicated to maintaining Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden as a year-round place of great 
beauty. Friends enjoy free admission for themselves and one guest. Membership applications are 
available at the gate. Volunteers care for the grounds and are responsible for all education 
programs and special events. Regular volunteer work parties take place every Wednesday, 
February through November. There are also volunteer days on selected Saturdays. New volunteers 

are always welcome. To learn more about volunteering or Garden Tours, call 503-823-5121. 


