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Greetings from Dr. Slatore, Dr. Thomas, and the research team!

Good Morning!

We are continuing to enroll patients until we reach our target, so keep those referrals 

coming!

We also wanted to share good news!  We are collaborating with Dr. Juan Wisnivesky, of 

Mt. Sinai Health System, on a new prospective observational study titled “Effectiveness 

of Limited Resection vs. Stereotactic Body Radiation Therapy for Early Stage Lung 

Cancer”.  This study has similar inclusion criteria to this ongoing patient-centered 

outcomes study and we would be grateful if you would continue to refer eligible patients 

for the new study as well.  I will be in touch when we start the recruitment process.  

Some of you have already received the protocol and we are working on IRB paperwork 

for all of your institutions now. If you need more information on the study, please do not 

hesitate to contact me or Dr. Slatore. More information will be coming.  

Thank you all for your help and have a happy 4th of July weekend!   

Study Enrollment 

Here is our current consent count as of  July 1, 2016:

Total  Consented

Total # 

Radiation

Total # 

Surgery

Portland 

VAMC 1021 55 46

OHSU 502 8 41

Kaiser 2 0 2

Legacy 19 16 3

PeaceHealth 10 5 5

Providence 7 3 4

Tuality 1 1 0

191 88 101

1 1 patient unsure about treatment; 2 1 patient unsure about treatment
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Differences between pulmonologists, thoracic surgeons and 

radiation oncologists in deciding on the treatment of stage I non-

small cell lung cancer: A binary choice experiment
Wendy Hopmans ,Laura Zwaan , Suresh Senan , Ineke van der Wulp Olga C. Dammana,

Koen J. Hartemink , Egbert F. Smit , Danielle R.M. Timmermans

We look forward to continuing to work with all of you on this study. Please let us know if 

there is anything we can do to facilitate recruitment or ongoing study procedures. 

Best Regards,

Dr. Slatore, Dr. Thomas, Sara Golden, and Sujata Thakurta

A 2015 study conducted in the Netherlands and published in Radiotherapy and Oncology looked at 

the difference between specialists in deciding on surgery versus stereotactic ablative radiotherapy 

(SABR) on the treatment of patients with stage 1 non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC).  For the 

construction of cases, patient-related characteristics that contribute towards treatment choice were 

identified. Key patient characteristics were age, Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease Global 

Initiative for Chronic Obstructive Lung Disease (COPD GOLD) score, Charlson Comorbidity 

Index, World Health Organization performance status (WHO-PS), and patient preference. 

Clinicians were asked to recommend either treatment for 16 hypothetical cases with early stage 

NSCLC. Clinician characteristics such as age, specialty, employment in hospital type, years of 

experience, and number of patients with early stage lung cancer seen annually were also collected 

in the survey. Clinicians were asked if they considered SABR as an equally effective option and 

which patient characteristics played an important role in their treatment recommendation.  

A total of 126/245 clinicians (51.4%) involved in treating lung cancer patients that were 

approached completed surveys. The proportion of pulmonologists, thoracic surgeons, and radiation 

oncologists who responded were 51%, 41%, and 58% respectively.  On univariate analysis, all 

patient-related characteristics significantly influenced treatment recommendations (p≤0.001).  

Clinician specialty and whether clinicians considered surgery outcomes comparable to SABR also 

influenced treatment recommendations (p≤0.001 for both).  While pulmonologists considered 

WHO-PS (64.4%) and comorbidity (84.9%) as influential factors in considering treatment, 

comorbidity and patient age were emphasized by thoracic surgeons (80.6% vs 58.3%) and 

radiation oncologists (70.6% vs 41.2%) respectively. 

Authors conclude that  there is inconsistency regarding what constitutes the best treatment option

and emphasize  the importance of incorporating patients’ preferences and their values and goals in 

making treatment decisions.  

If you have any thoughts or comments on this topic,  please feel free to contact Christopher Slatore 

(christopher.slatore@va.gov) at 503-220-8262, ext. 52018, or Sujata Thakurta 

(sujata.thakurta@va.gov) at 503-220-3490. 
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