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Greetings from Dr. Slatore, Dr. Thomas, and the research team! 
 

 
This month was a little slower for recruiting study participants, but we’re still 
working hard towards our goal of having 150 participants by the end of the year. 
 
In next month’s newsletter we will be including some preliminary results, so stay 
tuned! 
 
 

 
 
 

Study Enrollment  
Here is our current enrollment count, as of Thursday, October 1, 2015: 

Site 
  

Total # 
Consented 

  

Total # 
Radiation 

Total # 
Surgery 

Portland VAMC 65 31 34 
OHSU 34 3 31 
Kaiser 1   1 
Legacy 14 11 3 
PeaceHealth 7  2 5 
Providence 2 2   
Tuality  0     

 Total all Sites: 123 49 74 
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We look forward to continuing to work with all of you on this study.  Please let us know if there 
is anything we can do to facilitate recruitment or ongoing study procedures. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Dr. Slatore, Dr. Thomas, Sara Golden, and Daniel Merrell 

A paper recently published in the Journal of Clinical Oncology describes a phase III trial that 
tested the efficacy of Erlotnib as an adjuvant therapy for Non-Small-Cell Lung Cancer 
(NSCLC). Erlotnib is a small-molecule tyrosine kinase inhibitor (TKI) of the epidermal growth 
factor receptor (EGFR).   
 
This primary aim of this study was to test whether Disease-Free Survival (DFS) would be better 
in patients receiving adjuvant Erlotnib treatment versus patients receiving a placebo. The study 
also tested overall-survival (OS) in a subgroup of patients with tumors positive for EGFR 
expression, and safety.  
  
This was an international randomized double-blind placebo-controlled trial involving 204 
centers in 19 countries. There were 973 total patients treated between 2007 and 2010. 623 of 
these patients received Erlotnib and 350 received placebo. There were 161 patients who had 
tumors with EGFR mutation expression: 102 who received Erlotnib and 59 who received 
placebo. Patients took a daily dose of Erlotnib or placebo over 2 years, and were observed for 5 
years.  
  
Analysis of study data did not show any significant difference in DFS between patients 
receiving the adjuvant Erlotnib and those receiving placebo. The most common adverse side 
effects that were more likely experienced by patients receiving Erlotnib were diarrhea and rash. 
Among the EGFR mutation expressing subgroup, the DFS trended towards being higher for 
those receiving Erlotnib, but the difference could not be considered statistically significant. 
Evidence of EGFR mutation predicting EGFR-TKI became available after this study had 
already begun, and the study had not been designed to adequately test treatment efficacy in this 
group.  
  
While these results indicate that Erlotnib may not be an effective adjuvant treatment in general, 
the authors suggest that the trend of improved DFS for individuals with EGFR mutation 
expression should be further investigated.  
 
If you have any thoughts or comments on this issue,  please feel free to contact Christopher 
Slatore (christopher.slatore@va.gov) at 503-220-8262, ext. 52018, Sara Golden 
(sara.golden1@va.gov) at 503-220-8262, ext. 54434, or Daniel Merrell (daniel.merrell@va.gov) 
at 503-220-3490.  
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